As 1 logged into the creative writing class online, nmy
heart pounded. Was 1t nervest Execidement? & counlda &
tell. This was my first time jJolnrine snything like this,
and I Tfelt like an outdider:

The introductions began, and as I listened to the others
share their experiences, my 1insecurities grew,. They
spoke of workshops; published pieces, and long hours
spent honing their craft. I, on the other hand, had zero
experience. Nothing. Not even &a scribbled notebook of
forgotten ideas.

Then, Sir Anthony sSpoke., His woiee was calm but filled
with passion as he recounted his Journev: & childhead
love for stogries, his sltruggles With doubt, &nd the
breakthrough moment when he realized creativity wasn't
about experience but curiosity.

pomething in me stirred. His words ignited & spark in my
mind, & longing to ceresate; to learn, to Write.

By the time the class ended, I no longer felt 1like an
outsider. I wasn't Jjust attending a class anymore, 1 was
atenpimg inteo B iworldnofnapelgibilityr avSichn Anthony s
story made me believe I could belong here,
L oo,

Nadreen Khudur
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"Can [ really do this? Can § wesdles he one ogf fhem?!

She looked at the shelyves of beoewy tn front of herx. A
pair of girls waved at heprp TTrem whe top rew, holdines
hands and smiling bright. By her Brps, the gnes With
sharp teeth fanned open as 1if aching to gnaw at the
frayed edges of her shirt. At her feet, an sattractive
woman drawn with a handsome man's tie wrapped around her
hand said, "read me. Spread me open.'"

She awakened her phone, 1its screen revealing the draft
of an email she's read a hundred times over. There was
the possibilaity that 1t would Be lefs unread. EFt could
be stuck in somecone's inbox forever, lonely and cold.

"ITt's Dbetter thau being Heflf  In +the dwafts,  She
thought.

Before she lost her nerve, she sent her first manuscript
to whatever member of a publishing team sat on the other
side of the digital space.

"E can," she whispered to Berzelf, == ohe ©blneked
another book off the gshelf. Semeday, she hoped her own
work would beckon someone to take it home.

One last check of her email app showed a
new entry in the Sent folder. She
amiled, {\Spmeday starts today,

Naomi Legaspi
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It started with a push - & push to pursue my passion, & push to
gtart gll over, &2 push to put mysell gut there. A worksheop
about creative writing...I don't know why, but my nerves were
shoet. It alseo didn 't help thad T was Hade,  OHhey  were
introducing themselves when I joined. They talked about their
experiences,; their projects. . it was intimidating yet algo
inspiring. I felt in awe to be surrounded by these people.
Everything that was shared felt like a promise that this could
happen for me, too. It wasn't just about the basics of writing.
We were reminded to also think of &a bigger picture for
ourselves and our works. It was incredible to learn how to

cater to the niche that was meant for you.

Julienne Cormejo
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My eyes feel heavy Dbecause of an 1intense morning
training &and 1 m gs¢g eclose Gto ghostine The wrifing
workshop. But ' powered =through Wy f3pgb wig off $he
day. [ Join the meeting, haif worpeied that I may 1556
focus because I badly need a nap. But for my second win
of the day, I manasge to Stay Slert and awake. Teoday |
re—learn tThe Dbasiecs of gstory telling and creative
writing in general. It is an important reminder because

that way the story-telling will be more engaging.

Ckay, sSo the basics are doue =20d now 1t 8 time to move
forward to something that feels foreign te me :
publishing and marketing. 1t does feel intimidating for
me, but 1f I want tTo magke &2 name for myselt, <tThen I
cannot disregard this part of the process. And while the
session was short, I think it's an enocugh boost for me

tg Trestart. PRITS renggurbndte S8 my thitdd Win 2oF ke day,

Daphne Alina
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Chad s heart pounded as he eauftigrily gpened his lactop.
He 'd envisioned a room of sSesconed writers, their faces
etched with the wisdom of coliantless published works.
ITnstead, he found himself aurreunded by a group of
hopefuls, each one as uncertais 83 he was, A Tlicker of
relief ignited within him, a shared vulnerability

bridging the gap between them.

Richard “Chad” H. Arellano

Educator OO0 ©E®®
06000000000,
DOeeoe® 000
- e

INTRO: CREATIVE WRITING
SHORT STORY CHALLENGE

5



For Nadreen:

Scores 87/100 ~ a very beautiful written piece!
Strengths:

® The narrative effectively conveys the feeling of
being an outsider, capturise ¢the vulnerability of a
first-time writer attending a creative class.

® The transition frem GInsegcuriey Go ilngspirstfieon &S
well-crafted, egpecially wrhth fthe mentign of Sipe
Anthony’' s words sparking the desire to create.

o The emotional arc 1is clear, &and the writing style
feels relatable and authentic.

For Naomi:

Scores 90/100 ~ Winner ~ Great work & a well creafted
story Naomi!

Strengths:

® The use of wvivid imagery (books wWith
shWa¥pcCteethy ‘eredtes " Sgtrong” visugl
and emotional impact.

® The inner conflict Naomi experiences 1is
relatable and universally felt by
gaspiring writers, particularly the fear
of rejection and the hope of success.

e The final line is powerful,
encapsulating a moment of determination A L 8
and hopen e
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For Julienne:
Scores 88/100 -~ This is just incredible, Julienne!

Strengths:

® The story 1is engaging and captures the nervousness
and awe of being surrounded by more experienced
writers.

®» The reflecticon on the bhbyesser pleture aad Tinding
one's nieche 35  dinsigheful, tad  the —cenpnection
between the basics of writing and personal growth is
well-made.

® The writing 18 clear and ecnveys & pesitive and
motivating message.

For Chad:

Scores 86/100 -~ Truly a good piece, Chadiness!
Strengths:

® The opening sets a vulnerable and relatable scene,
highideghtings the 1Pear wiosfle e Pngenocutiteof oplarced Inr &
group of seasoned writers.

® The story conveys a sense of camaraderie
and shared vulnerability, which is
comforting for anyone who has ever felt
I'ike &n' outsider - “in'& new'setting.

e The simplicity gt the narrative is

O@@@@@@@@@
effective, drawing the reader into TR
R

Chad's emotional state.
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For Daphne:

Scores 857100 - Loved this Daphne!

Strengths:

The
the

The 3inner conflict of being exhausted and almost
ghosting the workshop 1is very relatable and makes
the writing workshop feel grounded and realistic.

The "three wina" concept 18 8 clevern way of
structuring the narrative, showing progress and
small victories.

The growth from revisiting basic storytelling

techniques to tackling publishing and marketing is a
good progression.

eriteria I used to evaluate the submissions were based on
following key factors:

Clarity and Structure: How clear and organized the story
iEFSES

Emotional Engagement : How well the story connects
emotionally, especially with themes of self-doubt and
growth.

Character Development: How the characters evolve and
reflect personal growth.

Originality: Use of unique ideas, metaphors, and
creativity.

Pacing and Insight: Whether the story progresses well and
provides reflective takeaways.
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